HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTE

Founded in 1898 as the Manchester Institute of Arts and Sciences, the goal of the
founders was to cultivate an appreciation of the arts through progressive, educational
instruction. Apart from its mission as an institution of higher education, the Institute
serves as an important cultural center for the state of New Hampshire. In 1924tdhe Sta
Board of Education certified the Institute’s four-year program to prepare high school
graduates to teach art.
In 1997, the New Hampshire
Postsecondary Commission
authorized the Institute to award
the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.
In November 2001, the New
Hampshire Institute of Art received
accreditation from the National
Association of Schools of Art and
Design and now is the only
nationally accredited independent
college of art in the states of
Vermont and New Hampshire. In
February 2002, the Institute
became eligible to offer federal financial aithe Institute is a candidate for
accreditation from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.

With the opening of Fuller Hall in 2001,
the Institute doubled the size of its urba
campus. This dramatically increased th
guantity and quality of classes offered
by the Institute. In 2004, the Institute
teamed with the Greater Manchester
YMCA to offer the first residential
space for BFA students at Institute Hall
The following year, the Institute
completed the merger with the :
Settlement Association, and now offersg:... T
an all-female dormitory space at The gk B EMEL
Hampshire. The acquisition of the 77 1
Amherst Street building, in 2005,
enabled the Institute to increase studio e
space by 80 percent. The Institute
purchased the 153 Concord Street
building for senior studio space and in
2007 opened the newly renovated Plaza dormitory.

.



In December 2007, the Institute
purchased 88 Lowell Street,
Manchester’s first high school
building, and began renovation and
construction work in October
2008. Now completed, the original
building was moved forward on
the lot to allow for a six-story
addition to the rear. The building
provides beds for 56 residential
students along with studios for art
education, liberal arts, and
illustration.

In March 2009 the Institute purchased the
Merrimack House, the formal rectory of St.
Anne’s Church and renovated it to house 16
upperclassmen students. In May 2009, Brady-
Sullivan Properties donated St. Anne’s Church
to the Institute with the agreement that the
property would continue to serve the
community. Renovation plans include the
development of an Art Lab School where after-
school, weekend and summer programs will be
offered to area school children.

This eleven-building campus, scattered over
several blocks in the heart of downtown
Manchester, is helping to solidify a vibrant
downtown arts community. The Institute
remains committed to downtown Manchester
and continues to be a strong economic driver in
the region, investing millions of dollars into the
local economy.

The Institute has experienced incredible growth in both the BFA and Continuing
Education programs. Since 1997, the BFA enroliment has grown from seven students to
315 students, while the Continuing Education program courses enroliments grow steadily
each semester with over 1,500 students participating in courses during the year.

The Institute remains committed to the original purpose of providing instruction in the
fine arts to both degree-earning students and to those from all walks of life and with al
levels of preparation who wish to take classes, courses, and workshops. The Institute’s
leadership, from the Board of Trustees to the adjunct faculty, remains committed to
providing exceptional fine arts educational programs to the whole of the community.



