
Even after graduation, 2009 Illustration alum Nate Twombly

makes a habit out of self-promotion. He sends new illustrations

to multiple galleries and magazines each week, and uses the

growing social media market to his advantage, posting at least

one new drawing a day through his blog, nate-

draws.blogspot.com.  Exercises in diligence like these are what

Twombly says launched his career.

Twombly landed his first illustration commission for

www.booooooom.com, a blog reviewing magazines and

websites. The job came with restrictions, which Twombly took as

an opportunity to impress: ªI was given a whole month to do

one website illustration,º said Twombly. ªInstead I completed it in

three days and sent it to the art director. I received a very happy

e-mail from him saying, and I quote, `You're a machine.'º 

Impressed, the publisher asked Twombly to illustrate the

short story, ªIf I could Lend Him my Wordsº for their next print

edition, also appearing online at www.annalemma.com. He

accepted, producing an illustration for ªMi Madrilenoº in the

fifth edition of Annalemma Magazineas well. Said Twombly, ªMy

work ethic and productivity lead to my first print job.º

Since leaving the Institute and securing illustration work

outside the classroom, Twombly has become conscious of the

importance of working in favor of the client's schedule. ªWhen

you are in school and you take extra time, you suffer a letter

grade. In the real world, this equals a job lost and a negative

reputation.º

Of his education at the Institute, Twombly said, ªI learned to

be consistent with my own style from my instructors. If you can

do something consistently, the client knows what they are going

to get. This really helped after college. Find your style and stay

true.º From his experience he learned, ªhard work leads to new

workº and hopes students understand the importance of

marketing and pushing yourself to make the best impression

possible.

By setting his own deadlines and carrying a sketchbook

with him, he has learned the art of self-motivation. With sights

set on New York City, he continues to build his portfolio with

hopes of future illustration jobs and gives these short words of

advice to students, ªIt's all about what you do with your time.

Once you get out of school all you have is time; you have to be

creative and push yourself.º
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